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other States, it gives no power to summon a revising
Convention.

No doubt therefore is possible as to the mode in
which these American State Constitutions settle the
formidable questions which the discussion of 1884
has shown to be unsettled in this country. First of
all, it is to be noted that the electoral body recognised
by all the Constitutions, without exception, as having
an exclusive jurisdiction over amendments of the
Constitution, is the existing electoral body, and not
any electoral body of the future. Next, the most
ample notice is given to it that an amendment of the
Constitution will be brought before the next Legisla-
ture which it is called upon to choose ; both branches
of the outgoing Legislature must record a resolution
with the numbers of the division upon it, and this
resolution must be published three months before a
general election. It is quite clear, therefore, that the
representatives chosen at this election will have what
may be called a u Mandate.77 The amendment must
then be agreed to by an absolute majority of the
members of both Houses of the new Legislature ; or,
as is required in some States, by a two-thirds or
three-fifths majority in both Houses, or one of them.
But there is a final security in addition. The Man-
date must be ratified. The amendment must be
submitted to the people in any way which the
Legislative may provide; and, as is shown by the